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DATA -BASED MODELLING OF SHIP PROPULSION  
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ABSTRACT 

A sea-going vessel will always face the risk of rough weather along its 

voyages. The focus of this paper is on the creation of a data-based model to 

estimate the power increase or speed loss due to influence of weather, by 

using resistance estimation theories and added resistance approximation 

methods along with additional assisting tools. Furthermore, a theoretical 

simulation is done in order to benchmark and correct the model setup. The 

analysis of simulation results shows that at the available data range, the 

model proves reasonably precise within its capabilities, for academic 

applications. The general behaviour of the model complies with common 

ship theory, however, does not perfectly resemble the speed-power relation 

of the shipôs recorded data averages. The analysis suggests that the model 

is most compatible at the ship load draft of 9,0 to 9,5 meters, and within the 

speed of 19 to 22 knots. The lack of data outside the typical operating range 

disables the ability to verify the model correspondingly. The theoretical 

simulation proves valuable in assessing ship data-based models. 

 

Keywords: (Added Resistance, Data-based modelling, Ship Propulsion, 

Voyage Analysis, Weather Influence) 
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ABSTRAK
Kapal yang beroperasi di laut akan selalu menghadapi risiko cuaca buruk 

selama berlayar. Fokus dari skripsi ini adalah pada pembuatan model 

berbasis data untuk memperkirakan peningkatan daya atau pengurangan 

kecepatan akibat pengaruh cuaca, dengan menggunakan teori estimasi 

hambatan, metode estimasi hambatan tambahan akibat cuaca, dan alat bantu 

tambahan lainnya. Selanjutnya dilakukan simulasi teoritis untuk melakukan 

komparasi lalu mengoreksi pemodelan. Analisis hasil simulasi 

menunjukkan bahwa pada rentang data yang tersedia, model tersebut 

terbukti cukup tepat dalam kemampuannya, untuk aplikasi akademis. 

Perilaku umum model sesuai dengan teori kapal, bagaimanapun, tidak 

secara sempurna menyerupai hubungan kecepatan-daya rata-rata data kapal 

yang direkam. Analisis menunjukkan bahwa model ini paling cocok pada 

draft muat kapal 9,0 hingga 9,5 meter, dan dalam kecepatan 19 hingga 22 

knot. Kurangnya data di luar rentang operasi normal menghilangkan 

kemampuan untuk memverifikasi model secara lengkap. Simulasi teoritis 

terbukti penting dalam menilai model berbasis data kapal. 

 

Kata Kunci: (Analisis Pelayaran, Hambatan Tambahan, Pemodelan 

Berbasis Data, Pengaruh Cuaca, Propulsi Kapal) 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

1.1  Background 

The design and operation of ships worldwide, especially cargo ships, is 

increasing rapidly. One of the most focused aspect is the economical side. 

During the design phase, it is most desirable that a ship is built adequate to 

fulfil its purpose, while also being economically feasible. In other words, to 

get the most out of the least cost. Selection of the necessary machinery is 

crucial for a marine engineer when designing a vesselôs propulsion system.  

 

One of the main concerns of the shipping industry is rough weather. 

Basically, the worse the weather gets, the higher the risk is, in terms of both 

safety and economically. The term ñweatherò is generally referring to the 

state of wind and waves at sea. Both of these elements have effect on the 

shipôs ability to travel. 

 

Depending on the direction and magnitude, strong gusts of wind can affect 

the body of the ship above the waterline, causing higher air resistance. 

Theoretically, the stronger the wind gets, the larger the strength of the 

waves. These are called wind waves. Waves can affect a ship by causing 

rolling, pitching, accelerations, slamming, and propeller emergence. These 

occurrences cause increase in added resistance of the vessel. In larger 

magnitudes, these factors can cause a ship to run inefficiently due to the 

large power it requires in these conditions.
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Ultimately, the effects of waves on the shipôs hull directly affects the 

propulsion system. Pitching and rolling of the ship, and any imbalances of 

the shipôs level may cause either addition of wake (Faltinsen, Minsaas, 

Liapis, & Skjordal, 1980), fluctuations in the propeller efficiency and 

occurrence of propeller emergence. Thus, it is logical for a vessel to avoid 

traveling in such conditions. 

 

Since the release of the EEDI and EEOI requirements by IMO, there is an 

environmental goal in the maritime world to reduce the carbon emission 

emitted by the shipping industry. Thus, it is imperative for existing ships to 

travel as efficient as possible to reduce the carbon trail, and analysis of 

voyage operations is instinctively the initial step. 

 

With the existing practice of weather routing, it is possible to minimize cost 

and uphold safety in terms of dealing with weather. Recording the voyage 

data and research enables the possibility to accurately predict the required 

power for a vessel, compared to just using a ñweather marginò to 

compensate for rough weather. This shall help in meeting EEDI 

requirements for future shipbuilding. For the operation side, it assists in 

forming the voyage plan, to determine where the ship should sail and which 

direction it should move in order to minimize the impact of weather, 
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consequently increasing the shipôs efficiency and reduces the environmental 

waste. 

 

1.2  Problem Statement 

During an observation of ship voyage recorded data, it is often found that 

data is incomplete. Data from ship logs such as the noon report often only 

records the observed power and speed. To assist in evaluation of the 

voyages, it is necessary to create a theoretical estimation model to predict 

ship power-speed relation in various weather conditions. 

 

1.3  Objectives 

1. To create a data-based model that can predict power increase or 

speed loss due to wind and waves influences. 

2. To apply the model into theoretical simulation, enabling assessment 

and benchmarking with actual recorded ship data within 

academically reasonable error tolerance. 

3. To develop an understanding of ship operation data processing and 

to contribute towards its development. 

1.4  Benefits 

1. The creation of this thesis provides the writer an opportunity to have 

a deeper understanding of ship power-speed behaviour. 

2. The result model provides an estimation of power and speed in 

various weather conditions for a typical 2500 TEU container vessel. 
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3. The result model may provide assistance in identifying causes of 

abnormalities such as hull and propeller failing during voyage 

analysis. 

4. The result model may present the opportunity as a tool to assist 

voyage planning and optimization, e.g. bunker planning estimation. 

5. The result model may provide assistance in voyage evaluation, e.g. 

to cross-check fuel consumption from the supposed power 

estimation. 

6. The result model may possibly assist in voyage optimization to 

reach the IMO requirements of EEOI. 
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW  
 

2.1  Base Theory 

2.1.1 Ship Resistance and Propulsive Power 

In the past, traditional vessels relied on wind power by using large sails and 

masts to direct the mechanical power into moving the ship. Most 

commercial ships today rely on machinery using an engine that is directly 

or indirectly coupled with a propulsor. There are several types of propulsion 

engines such as: 

¶ Diesel Engines 

¶ Steam Turbines 

¶ Steam Engines 

¶ Gas Turbines 

¶ Diesel-electric and other electrical setup propulsion systems. 

with several choices of propulsors, which are: 

¶ Conventional Fixed Pitch Propellers 

¶ Controllable Pitch Propellers 

¶ Azimuth pods 

¶ Waterjets 

¶ Advanced technology propulsors 
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Depending on the design goal, each component listed above may be selected 

to achieve a desirable output. For example, large vessels opted to carry 

heavy load will usually have large diesel engines that run on low quality 

(economically feasible) fuels, along with large fixed pitch propellers which 

in combination results in provenly reduced operation costs. 

 

This is closely related to the size and purpose of the ship. A larger 

magnitude of resistance that larger vessels experience is mostly due to its 

shape and size. Larger commercial ships require more power to travel, 

within the limits of its economic feasibility, where it is opted to carry as 

much cargo as it can, as opposed to ships designed for speed such as patrol 

ships. 

 

In theory, the shipôs resistance is related to the interaction between ship hull 

and the fluid flow. William Froude divided the total resistance (Ὑ ) into 

two parts: friction resistance (Ὑ ) and residuary resistance (Ὑ ), where 

friction resistance is caused by viscous and inertia forces, while residuary 

resistance is caused by gravity and inertia forces (Harvald, 1983). 

Ὑ Ὑ  Ὑ     Eq. 1 

 

 This resistance force can be divided into three main contributors: frictional 

resistance, viscous pressure resistance, and wave resistance (Molland, 

Turnock, & Hudson, 2011). In generalized terms, frictional resistance is 

result of the shear force of the fluid flow acting on the hull, the viscous 
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pressure resistance is the normal force acting on the hull by the surrounding 

flow, and the wave resistance is the measured energy associated with the 

shipôs propagating wave field. 

Guldhammer-Harvald Method 

In obtaining the value of resistance of ships, there are several classical 

estimation methods in the past that are still used in presently. An example 

of this would be the Guldhammer and Harvald method. This method of 

resistance is derived from the analysis of results of towing tests (Harvald, 

1983). This method determines the total resistance Ὑ  as a function of 

speed, where the total resistance coefficient ὅ affects how substantial the 

resistance changes as the speed varies. The total resistance coefficient is a 

sum of the frictional resistance coefficient ὅ, residual resistance coefficient 

ὅ, and the incremental resistance coefficient ὅ which represents the 

model-ship surface roughness correction (Harvald, 1983). 

 

ὅ ὅ ὅ ὅ       Eq. 2 

 

The frictional resistance coefficient ὅ refers to the ITTC-1957 standard 

frictional model-ship correlation line, where a calculation based on 

Reynoldôs Number is provided (International Towing Tank Conference, 

2002): 

ὅ
Ȣ

       Eq. 3 
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By definition, the residual resistance coefficient ὅ is determined from the 

total resistance coefficient subtracted by the frictional resistance coefficient 

as described before. The value of the residual resistance coefficient is 

obtained from the standard ship form diagrams. It is plotted against the 

Froude Number, and categorized into curves depending on the vesselôs 

longitudinal prismatic coefficient. An example can be seen in figure 2.1. 

 

 

Figure 2. 1. Residuary resistance coefficient curves (Harvald, 1983) 

Souce: Harvald (1983) 

The Guldhammer-Harvald method suggests another correction for the 

difference in location of the longitudinal position of the center of buoyancy 

(LCB), where the increase in resistance of ρπὅ is found from the 
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deviation value of the vesselôs LCB to the standard. A residual resistance 

coefficient correction for LCB forward of standard is available. This is 

expressed by (Harvald, 1983): 

Ўὒὅὄὒὅὄὒὅὄ ὒὅὄ Ὥὲ Ϸ έὪ ὒ   Eq. 4 

and, 

ρπὅ ρπὅ ȿЎὒὅὄȿ     Eq. 5 

 

ὅ, the incremental resistance coefficient represents the effect of the shipôs 

surface roughness, to compensate the difference of skin smoothness 

between the model and the actual ship hull. This is expressed by (Harvald, 

1983): 

ρπππϽὅ πȟυϽÌÏÇЎ πȢρϽÌÏÇЎ     Eq. 6 

 

In the Harvald method, there is also consideration of the air resistance and 

steering resistance. The air resistance coefficient ὅ  from the shipôs 

structure above the waterline is implemented as a correction of the residuary 

resistance coefficient ὅ. The value of ὅ  and ὅ  is determined as: 

ρπὅ πȢπχ     Eq. 7 

ρπὅ πȢπτ     Eq. 8 

 

The standard Harvald method does not consider the effect of the bulbous 

bow, as it is assumed the ship has a standard non bulbous bow (Kristensen 
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& Lützen, 2013). In a more recent study on the influence of bulbous bow, 

it is found that from the analysis of multiple model tests, the bulbous bow 

correction of residual resistance coefficient ὅ is also a function of Froude 

Number (Kristensen & Lützen, 2013). The resulting value of the bulbous 

bow influence is a percentage of the initial value obtained from the Harvald 

method residuary resistance coefficient ὅ: 

Ўὅȟ ςυπϽὊὲ ωπϽ        Eq. 9 

 

Holtrop -Mennen Method 

Another classic method widely used to approximate a shipôs initial total 

resistance is the Holtrop-Mennen Method. This method is a development 

from a regression analysis of various arbitrary model experiments and data, 

with slight modifications from additional experiments with means to be 

more applicable (Holtrop & Mennen, 1982). 

 

The total resistance Ὑ  of the ship is expressed by (Holtrop & Mennen, 

1982): 

Ὑ Ὑ ρ Ὧ Ὑ Ὑ Ὑ Ὑ Ὑ   Eq. 10 

where: 

Ὑ    : frictional resistance as in the ITTC-1957 frictional 

standard 

ρ Ὧ  : form factor representing hull viscous resistance 

Ὑ   : appendages resistance 
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Ὑ   : wave-making and wave-breaking resistance 

Ὑ   : bulbous bow near-surface additional pressure resistance 

Ὑ   : immersed transom stern additional pressure resistance 

Ὑ   : model-ship correlation resistance 

 

The form factor prediction is expressed by (Holtrop & Mennen, 1982): 

ρ Ὧ  ὧ πȟωσὧ ὄȾὒ ȟ πȟωυὅ ȟ ρ

ὅ πȟπςςυ ὰὧὦȟ         Eq. 11 

 

ὒ ὒρ ὅ πȟπφὅ    Eq.12 

ὧ   ὝȾὒ ȟ  when πȟπυ Eq.13 

ὧ   τψȟςπ πȟπς
ȟ

πȟτχωωτψ  when πȟπς

πȟπυ  Eq.14 

ὧ   πȟτχωωτψ when πȟπς         Eq. 15 

ὧ   ρ πȟππσ ὅ        Eq. 16 

The afterbody specific shape coefficient ὧ  is related to the ὅ , where 

the coefficient ὅ  is given by the table 2.1. (Holtrop & Mennen, 1982): 

 

Table 2. 1. Cstern Coefficient Values (Holtrop & Mennen, 1982) 

Afterbody form ὅ  

V-shaped sections -10 
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Normal section shape 0 

U-shaped sections with Hogner stern +10 

 

Where: 

ὰὧὦ   : longitudinal position of centre of buoyancy forward of 0,5 

ὒ as a percentage of L 

ὅ  : prismatic coefficient based on waterline length ὒ 

ὄ  : ship breadth 

Ὕ  : average moulded draught 

 

The frictional resistance Ὑ , is approximated according to the ITTC-1957 

frictional standard, as discussed in previous sections in part 2.1.1 briefly. 

 

The total resistance of the shipôs appendages Ὑ , (rudder, brackets, etc.) 

are expressed by (Holtrop & Mennen, 1982): 

Ὑ πȟυ”ὠὛ ρ Ὧ ὅ    Eq. 17 

 

where: 

Ὓ    : wetted area of the appendages 

ρ Ὧ  : value which represents the combination of appendages 

ὅ  : frictional resistance coefficient 
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In the Holtrop method, the wave resistance is determined from (Holtrop & 

Mennen, 1982): 

Ὑ ὧὧὧ ”ɳὫ ὩὼὴάὊ ά ÃÏÓ‗Ὂ    Eq. 18 

with the coefficients expressed by: 

ὧ  ςςςσρπυὧȟ ὝȾὄ ȟ ωπὭ ȟ   Eq. 19 

ὧ  πȟςςωυχχ ὄȾὒ ȟ   when ὄȾὒ πȟρρ 

             Eq. 20 

ὧ  ὄȾὒ when πȟρρ ὄȾὒ πȟςυ      Eq. 21 

ὧ  πȟυ πȟπφςυ ὒȾὄ when ὄȾὒ πȟςυ         Eq. 22 

ὧ  Ὡὼὴρȟψωὧ        Eq. 23 

ὧ   ρ πȟψὃȾὄ Ὕ ὅ      Eq. 24 

ὧ   πȟυφὃȟȾὄὝπȟσρὃ Ὕ Ὤ    Eq. 25 

 

‗   ρȟττφὅ πȟπσὒȾὄ when ὒȾὄ ρς         Eq. 26 

‗   ρȟττφὅ πȟπσφ when ὒȾὄ ρς         Eq. 27 

ά    πȟπρτπτπχὒὝϳ ρȟχυςυτᶯ ὒ τȟχωσςσ ὄȾὒ

ὧ                Eq. 28 

ὧ   ψȟπχωψρὅ ρσȟψφχσὅ φȟωψτσψψὅ  when ὅ

πȟψ                Eq. 29 

ὧ   ρȟχσπρτπȟχπφχὅ when ὅ πȟψ   Eq. 30 

ά    ὧὅὩὼὴπȟρὊ       Eq. 31 



14 

 

 
 

ὧ   ρȟφωσψυ   for ὒϳɳ υρς       Eq. 32 

ὧ   πȟπ    for ὒϳɳ ρχςχ     Eq. 33 

ὧ   ρȟφωσψυὒᶯϳϳ ψȟπ ςȟσφϳ  for 

υρςὒϳɳ ρχςχ         Eq. 34 

Ὠ πȟω      Eq. 35 

 

Ὑ  is described as the additional resistance as effect of the proximity of a 

bulbous bow near the surface, and is determined by (Holtrop & Mennen, 

1982):  

Ὑ πȟρρ Ὡὼὴσὖ Ὂὃȟ”ὫȾρ Ὂ    Eq. 36 

 

where: 

ὖ    : a value representing the emergence of the bow 

Ὂ   : Froude number based on the immersion 

The equation components mentioned are found by: 

ὖ πȟυφὃ Ὕ ρȟυὬ       Eq. 37 

Ὂ ὠ ὫὝ Ὤ πȟςυὃ πȟρυὠ    Eq. 38 

 

In this approximation method, Ὑ  is described as additional pressure 

resistance which is caused by transom immersion, where the transom 

surface area ὃ  affects, and is expressed by (Holtrop & Mennen, 1982): 
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Ὑ πȟυ”ὠὃὧ        Eq. 39 

The coefficient ὧ is found from: 

ὧ  πȟςρ πȟςὊ   when Ὂ υ             Eq. 40 

ὧ  π    when Ὂ υ        

 

 Eq. 41 

Ὂ ὠ ςὫὃ ὄ ὄὅϳϳ         Eq. 42 

 

A similarity found with the previously explained method is the existence 

of a model-ship correlation resistance Ὑ , which is equated by (Holtrop & 

Mennen, 1982): 

Ὑ  ρς” ὠ Ὓ ὅ         Eq. 43 

With ὅ as correlation allowance expressed by (Holtrop & Mennen, 

1982): 

ὅ πȟππφὒ ρππȟ πȟππςπυπȟππσὒχȟυϳ ὅὧ πȟπτὧ         

 Eq. 44 

The coefficient ὧ is found according to: 

ὧ  Ὕ ὒϳ  when Ὕ ὒϳ πȟπτ            Eq. 45 

ὧ  πȟπτ  when Ὕ ὒϳ πȟπτ           Eq. 46 

2.1.2 Wind and Waves 

As seen in the classical resistance estimation methods, the value obtained is 

regarding the vessel being in the calm water environment, hence the 
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addition of a ñsea marginò to consider the added resistance effect of weather 

to the final power requirement value. However, this is a loose empirical 

approximation which only considers a general idea of how much resistance 

is added in different seas. 

 

Ships (especially sea-going vessels) are unlikely to always operate in calm 

water. There will always be situations where wind and waves at sea are at a 

magnitude large enough to affect the shipôs propulsive capability. One 

important aspect to consider from the motion of a wave is that energy is 

transported through the material (in this case, water) itself. The frequent 

type of wave that occurs at the interface of the atmosphere and the ocean 

are called surface waves (The Open University, 1999). 

 

The two types of water waves that occur are capillary waves and gravity 

waves. Self-explanatory, gravity waves are defined by its restoring force, 

the earthôs gravity. These types of waves exist in greater surface waves, 

which are of wavelength greater than 1,7 cm (The Open University, 1999), 

and are faced by a sea-going vessel more commonly. These gravity waves 

are caused by two main factors, wind and tides. The wind powered waves 

when occurring in a sufficiently long time period will form a ñfully 

developed seaò where an equilibrium of dissipated energy and received 

energy of waves happens, and the wave characteristics are ideally 

unchanging (The Open University, 1999). Practically, the different 

strengths of winds consequently produce a variation in waves of the fully 
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developed sea. This magnitude of wind energy also escalates the strength of 

the energy transfer at sea. 

 

One of the commonly used characteristic to describe a state of the sea is the 

significant wave height, which is the mean height of the highest one-third 

of all waves occurring in a particular time (The Open University, 1999). In 

practical applications, the sea state is defined by the Beaufort Number, 

where the Beaufort Scale defines various sea states by certain parameters 

(Molland, Turnock, & Hudson, 2011). The significant wave height (ὌȾ) 

is one of the parameters in the Beaufort Scale. 

 

 

 

Table 2. 2 Beaufort Scale (The Open University, 1999) 

Beaufort 

Number 

Name Wind speed 

(mean) 

State of the sea-

surface 

Significant 

wave 

height, 

╗Ⱦ (m) Knots m s-1 

0 Calm <1 0.0-

0.2 

Sea like a mirror 0 

1 Light air 1-3 0.3-

1.5 

Ripples with 

appearance of 

scales; no foam 

crests 

0.1-0.2 

2 Light 

breeze 

4-6 1.6-

3.3 

Small wavelets; 

crests have 

glassy 

appearance but 

do not break 

0.3-0.5 
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3 Gentle 

breeze 

7-10 3.4-

5.4 

Large wavelets: 

crests begin to 

break; scattered 

white horses 

0.6-1.0 

4 Moderate 

breeze 

11-16 5.5-

7.9 

Small waves, 

becoming 

longer; fairly 

frequent white 

horses 

1.5 

5 Fresh 

breeze 

17-21 8.0-

10.7 

Moderate waves 

taking longer 

form; many 

white horses and 

chance of some 

spray 

2.0 

6 Strong 

breeze 

22-27 10.8-

13.8 

Large waves 

forming; white 

foam crests 

extensive 

everywhere and 

spray probable 

3.5 

7 Near gale 28-33 13.9-

17.1 

Sea heaps up and 

white foam from 

breaking waves 

begins to be 

blown in streaks; 

spindrift begins 

to be seen 

5.0 

8 Gale 34-40 17.2-

20.7 

Moderately high 

waves of greater 

length; edges of 

crests break into 

spindrift; foam is 

blown in well-

marked streaks 

7.5 

9 Strong 

gale 

41-47 20.8-

24.4 

High waves; 

dense streaks of 

foam; sea begins 

to roll; spray 

9.5 
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may affect 

visibility  

10 Storm 48-55 24.5-

28.4 

Very high waves 

with 

overhanging 

crests; sea-

surface takes on 

white 

appearance as 

foam in great 

patches is blown 

in very dense 

streaks; rolling 

of sea is heavy 

and visibility 

reduced 

12.0 

11 Violent 

storm 

56-64 28.5-

32.7 

Exceptionally 

high waves; sea 

covered with 

long white 

patches of foam; 

small and 

medium-sized 

ships might be 

lost to view 

behind waves for 

long times; 

visibility further 

reduced 

15.0 

12 Hurricane >64 >32.7 Air filled with 

foam and spray: 

sea completely 

white with 

driving spray; 

visibility greatly 

reduced 

>15 

The various weather conditions as seen in the table are part of the 

consideration on how long a vessel can reach its destination or how 

optimized its voyage can be. The practice of considering such weather 



20 

 

 
 

factors into the planning of a shipôs voyage is commonly known as ñweather 

routingò. With this action, it is possible to enable minimization of port 

service costs from precise arrival prediction, and reduction of fuel 

consumption from an optimal voyage plan. 

 

In comparison of the effect of wind and waves, generally, the added 

resistance increases as the weather conditions grow stronger. Between 

added resistance from wind and added resistance from waves, waves have 

a larger effect. However, the dominant source of the added resistance from 

waves varies as the vessel speed increases. At lower speeds, the viscous 

resistance is larger, where at faster speeds, the wave-making resistance 

dominates. In seas with stronger weather conditions, the ship is also 

oscillating, caused by the ocean waves. This in turn, transfers energy to the 

waves, which also increases the total resistance, primarily transmitted with 

the shipôs radiated waves. (Alexandersson, 2009). 

 

2.2  Added Resistance in Wind & Waves 

2.2.1 Semi-empirical approximation methods 

In the past, there have been various studies on the influence of waves and 

wind on a ship.  

 

As discussed in section 2.1, a variation of waves is naturally the true state 

in practical operating conditions. This is because normally, the waves at sea 

are unlikely to be constant. The result of these ñregularò waves combining 
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are known as ñirregular wavesò. Most of the current advanced methods for 

predicting added resistance in waves use the approach of initially 

calculating the added resistance in regular waves with their respective 

methods, then applying the results to a wave energy spectrum to calculate 

the average added resistance in irregular waves. From results of studies in 

the past, the wave-induced added resistance is divided into resistance due 

to wave reflection Ὑ , and resistance due to ship motion Ὑ . 

 

There have been several methods in approximating the value of this added 

resistance. One method is the practical STAwave-1 method, which 

approximates the resistance increase in long crested irregular head waves 

Ὑ  (up to the angle of 45 degrees away from the bow) in speed trial 

conditions, where wave reflection added resistance is dominant 

(International Towing Tank Conference, 2014). The practicality of this 

method allows usage even with limited input. However, there are specific 

conditions that limit the validity of this method (International Towing Tank 

Conference, 2014): 

1. Significant wave height, ὌȾ ςȢςυὒ Ⱦρππ 

2. Small heave and pitch, vertical acceleration at bow 0.05g 

3. Head waves 

 

The STAwave-2 method is similar to the first version, however considers 

both resistance due to wave reflection Ὑ , and resistance due to ship 

motion Ὑ . There are also more input parameters, which are ship 

dimensions and speed (International Towing Tank Conference, 2014). 
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In the advanced method, which calculates added resistance in regular waves 

Ὑ , the calculation for the components Ὑ  and Ὑ  are continually 

improved. One of the earliest basic methods is Maruoôs theory which 

calculates Ὑ , based on wave propagation from ships to a far field. 

 

2.2.2 Practical Approximation Methods 

The Beaufort scale is a commonly used scale in rating the roughness of the 

weather at sea. This practical scale is also used as a parameter in empirical-

based studies of the influence of wind and waves. One method is the 

Aertssen Formula, which estimates the speed loss for various sea conditions 

based on the Beaufort Number (Townsin & Kwon, 1983): 

Ў
ρππϷ ὲ       Eq. 47 

The values of m and n are defined by the encounter angle of waves and the 

Beaufort Number. However, this is a loose empirical approximation. The 

Aertssen Formula does not consider ship type, condition, nor fullness 

(Molland, Turnock, & Hudson, 2011). Therefore, the accuracy of the 

resultative added resistance is limited, but it is relatively easier to apply 

compared to the existing semi-empirical methods. 

 

Kwonôs method of predicting added resistance is also a general approach 

for a large variety of commercial displacement type ships. Even so, Kwonôs 

approach considers the ship type, load condition, and the shipôs general 

dimension (in the form of the coefficient block). The added resistance is 
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expressed in the value of speed loss, which is the involuntary reduction of 

the calm water vessel speed to the vessel speed in wind and waves. The 

speed loss is formulated as (Kwon, 2008): 

Ў
ρππϷὅὅὅ            Eq. 48 

 

In the approximation, the travel speed of the vessel, expressed in Froude 

Number Ὂ, is represented in the coefficient ὅ . The value of Ὂ depends on 

the initial designated ship speed in calm water conditions. This also 

considers the block coefficient of the ship ὅ and itôs loading conditions. 

The value of the coefficient is seen in the following table: 

 

Table 2. 3 Speed Reduction Coefficient table (Kwon, 2008) 

Block 

Coefficient ὅ 

Ship loading 

condition 

Speed Reduction Coefficient 

ὅ  

0.55 Normal ρȢχ ρȢτὊ χȢτὊ  

0.60 Normal ςȢς ςȢυὊ ωȢχὊ  

0.65 Normal ςȢφ σȢχὊ ρρȢφὊ  

0.70 Normal σȢρ υȢσὊ ρςȢτὊ  

0.75 Loaded or normal ςȢτ ρπȢφὊ ωȢυὊ  

0.80 Loaded or normal ςȢφ ρσȢρὊ ρυȢρὊ  

0.85 Loaded or normal σȢρ ρψȢχὊ ςψȢπὊ  

0.75 Ballast  ςȢφ ρςȢυὊ ρσȢυὊ  

0.80 Ballast σȢπ ρφȢσὊ ςρȢφὊ  

0.85 Ballast σȢτ ςπȢωὊ σρȢψὊ  

 

The directional angle of the wind and waves is expressed by the coefficient 

ὅ. The type of the vessel is expressed by the coefficient ὅ . Both of the 
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values of these coefficients are determined by the corresponding Beaufort 

Number. The descriptive details of the coefficients can be seen in table: 

Table 2. 4. Direction Reduction Coefficient table (Kwon, 2008) 

Weather Direction Angle (with respect 

to the ship bow) 

Direction Reduction 

Coefficient ὅ 

Head sea πЈ ςὅ ς 

Bow sea σπЈ ὸέ φπЈ ςὅ ρȢχ πȢπσὄὔ τ  

Beam sea φπЈ ὸέ ρυπЈ ςὅ πȢω πȢπφὄὔ φ  

Following sea ρυπЈ ὸέ ρψπЈ ςὅ πȢτ πȢπσὄὔ ψ  

 

Table 2. 5. Ship Form Coefficient table (Kwon, 2008) 

Type of (displacement) ship Ship form coefficient ὅ  

All ships (except container ships) in 

loaded condition 
πȢυὄὔ ὄὔȢȾςȢχɳ Ⱦ  

All ships (except container ships) in 

ballast condition 
πȢχὄὔ ὄὔȢȾςȢχɳ Ⱦ  

Container ships in normal loading 

conditions 
πȢυὄὔ ὄὔȢȾςςȢπɳ Ⱦ  

 

2.2.3 Theoretical Modelling Simulation 

In the current state of technology for industrial improvement, theoretical 

modelling is often applied, especially in financial planning, risk 

management and trend prediction. This can provide a presentation of ñwhat 

ifsò and the respective series of consequential results. Typically, there will 

be several input variables that can be adjusted, along with some constants 

that then are put into the transfer function to acquire a set of results.  

 

The practice of using theoretical modelling especially in mathematical 

calculations are done vastly, from monthly planning of a simple direct sales 
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business model to complex engineering problems. An example of 

theoretical modelling for simple business scenarios is calculating the profit 

of a company in 5 years from sales, with consideration of initial and 

operational costs, and commonly along with inflation and interest. In 

engineering, it is often used for reliability evaluation of a system. 

 

One of the common methods of study of a system is through simulation 

techniques. Simulations estimate results of different scenarios of a system 

by simulating the actual process and the behaviour of the system 

accordingly (Billinton & Allan, 1992). In the simulation technique, 

theoretically the input data of the model should be random to experiment 

with all possible scenarios, so it is common sense to use a random number 

generator. A large number of random input data is generated then applied 

to the model to obtain a vast series of results (Billinton & Allan, 1992). 

However, the randomness of the results may not directly provide the users 

with a needed solution, so it is common to provide time-based intervals or 

other constraints. At the end of the process, it is still a requirement to 

execute analysis on the results, for example, by analyzing graphs binned 

into specific characteristics.  

 

An example of the simulation methods described in the previous text is the 

Monte Carlo Simulation. An important factor that defines Monte Carlo 

simulation is that it is stochastic, which is shown in the input of the 

simulation, which is randomly generated from probability distributions. So, 

for a deterministic model, the Monte Carlo simulation evaluates the model 
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stochastically, resulting in a large random output. The result of a Monte 

Carlo simulation is a visual representation (e.g., Histograms) used to 

determine how random variation, lack of knowledge, and other factors 

affect the performance and reliability of the model system (Wittwer J. , 

2004). 

 

 

Figure 2. 2. Histogram of profit frequency as result of a Monte Carlo Simulation (Wittwer J. W., 

2004) 

Source: Vertex42.com (2004) 

From the figure, it can be seen in the example that plotting the results of a 

Monte Carlo Simulation into a visual representation may help derive 

conclusions. In the example, out of the many randomly generated financial 

setups, within the set constraints, the resulting profits are mostly positive, 

however the uncertainty is rather large starting from values of -1000 to 

3400. 
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3. METHODOLOGY  
 

3.1 Flowchart 
The research done in this thesis is conducted according to the proposed steps 

as seen in figure 3.1. 

 

Figure 3. 1. Research Flowchart 
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3.2  Description of Flowchart 
 

3.2.1 Problem Identification 

The first step in the procedure to start the thesis is problem identification. 

This part of the study defines what questions are the focus for research. The 

main problems that are identified become a case to solve. In this stage, 

specific identification for existing problems are done to further determine 

objectives of the overall thesis. With completion of this step, the purpose of 

the research can be recognized. 

 

3.2.2 Summarization and Selection of Basic Resistance Theory 

The second step in the procedure is to collect and summarize the basic 

theory that the writer has already obtained from previous studies. The study 

resources that are collected should be necessary and related to the topic of 

the thesis. A selection of the existing theories that will be used, especially 

of ship resistance, should also be done to narrow down the scope for further 

study. Examples of this are the classic ship resistance estimation theories, 

and basic knowledge of the nature of ship resistance. 

 

3.2.3 Literature Study  

After problem identification is executed, and current knowledge has been 

summarized, research on existing related literature should be done to catch 

up with the current knowledge on the topic, and have the necessary 

information to assist analysis. In the case of this thesis, primarily a literature 

study on current methods for approximating weather influence on a ship. 

This is done by extensively reading books, published scientific articles, 
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journals, literature from the International Maritime Organization, and other 

existing sources. 

 

3.2.4 Data Processing of Available Ship Voyage Data 

One of the important steps to do early in the thesis is to process the available 

voyage data. This is done to identify possible points of reference and 

analysis. The results of data processing in the modelling thesis are 

especially important for model correction, as a benchmark for the model. 

 

3.2.5 Preliminary Model testing with Selected Method 

This step is indicated with the formulation of a framework from gathered 

materials. A preliminary model should be created to be able to start 

theoretical experimenting. This process allows further critical assessments 

and provides insight on what to work towards. 

 

3.2.6 Evaluation of Current Modelling Setup 

An evaluation of the current model is necessary to check whether the current 

work is worth for testing. The most important thing to look out for is 

whether the output is reachable, and whether the available data is sufficient 

for the application of the current model setup. The feasibility of the model 

is assessed during this step. 
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3.2.7 Tweaking of the Model and/or Simulation Parameters 

This step is when the model is corrected or adjusted to fit with the desired 

goal. This is the step that defines the experimenting of the model and the 

simulation. As the simulation is parametric, it is important to iterate various 

constraints of the simulation to achieve a necessary output. The fine tuning 

of the model is done intended to best represent the actual nature of the ship. 

 

3.2.8 Comparison of Results with Processed Data 

As explained in point 3.2.4, the results of processed data are used as a 

benchmark to form the model, and to create decisions in improving the 

model. Points of references from the processed data is used as the ñrealò 

results which the model should aim to provide. In this step, it is decided 

whether the current simulation results with the modelôs framework provides 

satisfying results. The criteria for results may be the error margin, how 

accurate the trends are, or how explicable the results are. 

 

3.2.9 Conclusions 

The final step in the thesis research begins with the summarization of the 

research results. The results of the model are given the best explanation of 

its nature, its limitations and the overall interesting occurrences of the 

simulation. Conclusions are made and a fairly logical explanation shall be 

provided for each drawn conclusion. 
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4. ANALYSIS  
 

4.1  Data Processing 

4.1.1 Ship Data 

As explained in Chapter 3, one of the focuses of this thesis is to benchmark 

the model created with the actual data processed. The actual ships which 

will be discussed in this thesis are two sister ships which at the time of the 

recorded data were under the names MV IMPALA and MV LIBERTA.  

 

These two vessels are products of the CV 2500 container ship model. As 

the name of the model is self-explanatory the vessel is designed to carry 

container up to a load of approximately 2500 TEUs. The container capacity 

starts from 2468 TEUS, up to 2524 TEUS (Wikipedia, 2019). It is equipped 

with a 19.810 kW two-stroke diesel engine (DMR - 7L70 MC-C), and fitted 

with a five-blade propeller (Wikipedia, 2019). 

 

The dimensions and other general details of the vessels may be seen in table 

4.1. Some assumptions for the values are done within reasonable logic to 

provide necessary values to complete analysis. 

Table 4. 1. General Details of CV 2500 

Container Vessel Type WARNOW CV 2500 

LOA m 208,11 

LPP m 197,19 

LWL m 199,2 

Tmax m 11,4 
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H m 16,4 

B m 29,8 

CB - 0,65 

DWT at Tmax t 34000 

Weight / Light Displacement t 11078 

Loaded Displacement t 45078 

Loaded Displacement m3 43978,54 

C_D-T   2099,47 

Wake fraction - 0,26 

Hull efficiency - 1,08 

Thrust deduction factor   0,2 
 

When diving into the subject of ship efficiency, one of the most discussed 

topics are the problem of fuel efficiency. Looking from the perspective of 

ship operations, higher fuel consumption is directly related to a higher usage 

of engine power. This however is also compensated by how much load it 

carries, and how fast the ship is traveling. The best plot for an efficient ship 

operation is indicated by an efficient voyage plan, where typically rough 

weather is avoided, hence higher engine power settings are unnecessary. 

This is also the reason why most ship operators will have in either 

conventionally or advanced technologically record its voyages.  

 

In this thesis, the voyage data (apparently, results of noon reports) which 

will be discussed are of voyages of MV Liberta from 06/10/1997 to 

25/12/2000, and MV Impala from 02/02/2000 to 29/06/2000. The data can 

be seen in tables, 4.1 and 4.2. 

 

Table 4. 2. Ship Voyage data of MV Liberta 

No Date Time N Pb Bh Vs 
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[rpm] [kW] [kg/h] [kn]  

1 06/10/1997 14:56:01 103,149 13848 2776 20,742 

2 08/10/1997 15:02:44 76,159 5455 876 16,284 

3 08/10/1997 16:45:43 89,533 8723 1414 19,230 

4 08/10/1997 17:16:15 94,035 9838 1595 19,790 

5 08/10/1997 18:29:59 108,138 15230 2377 22,719 

6 08/10/1997 20:16:00 108,189 15650 2435 21,357 

7 08/10/1997 22:48:23 108,110 15333 2454 22,490 

8 09/10/1997 16:44:03 108,186 15496 2813 21,188 

9 09/10/1997 17:50:42 90,104 8688 1684 19,208 

10 09/10/1997 18:34:22 65,461 3691 754 12,790 

11 09/10/1997 20:22:11 76,426 6115 1143 15,073 

12 31/10/1997 03:11:20 102,148 13344 2813 21,399 

13 06/11/1997 00:42:57 103,303 15877 3181 19,025 

14 06/11/1997 08:08:29 104,140 16186 3226 20,171 

15 06/11/1997 12:42:21 104,113 15813 3168 20,513 

16 06/11/1997 15:10:00 104,142 15768 3162 19,468 

17 06/11/1997 17:17:47 106,267 16856 3357 19,900 

18 07/11/1997 01:43:50 107,192 15858 3303 21,507 

19 07/11/1997 02:45:19 107,223 15915 3318 21,433 

20 07/11/1997 03:38:26 107,193 15842 3302 21,690 

21 07/11/1997 05:51:16 107,191 15951 3257 21,593 

22 07/11/1997 07:31:59 107,208 16066 3286 21,507 

23 07/11/1997 09:59:24 107,153 16047 3283 21,136 

24 07/11/1997 13:58:10 107,168 15949 3260 21,308 

25 07/11/1997 17:49:57 108,209 16495 3366 21,205 

26 07/11/1997 21:25:21 108,197 16335 3312 21,442 

27 28/02/1998 17:35:53 106,118 15565 2958 20,718 

28 01/03/1998 08:46:22 107,106 15043 2868 21,460 

29 02/03/1998 00:52:11 106,986 14947 2860 21,598 

30 02/03/1998 23:09:31 107,232 14915 2857 21,741 

31 03/03/1998 07:27:53 98,772 11716 2304 19,852 

32 04/03/1998 16:23:12 93,082 14213 2741 13,795 

33 05/03/1998 20:01:56 98,758 11848 2355 18,981 

34 06/03/1998 23:29:11 95,190 10358 2088 19,242 

35 12/03/1998 11:58:58 104,247 13789 2677 20,993 

36 16/03/1998 02:42:31 104,230 13685 2688 21,476 

37 16/03/1998 22:04:13 104,159 13998 2745 21,426 

38 17/03/1998 16:16:11 104,160 14194 2778 19,804 

39 20/03/1998 01:18:00 104,253 13906 2738 20,931 

40 21/03/1998 14:43:29 104,146 13583 2689 21,109 

41 22/03/1998 18:23:30 106,697 14890 2935 21,166 

42 23/03/1998 11:30:34 107,823 16319 3217 20,763 

43 24/03/1998 05:12:07 108,175 15643 3089 21,579 

44 26/03/1998 09:27:32 102,120 13283 2627 20,456 

45 27/03/1998 14:30:00 102,544 13084 2600 20,804 

46 30/04/1999 05:07:46 105,963 15115 2960 21,042 

47 01/05/1999 14:32:15 102,110 12881 2604 21,256 

48 09/05/1999 08:52:25 106,003 14621 2935 21,711 

49 12/05/1999 10:37:54 106,003 14855 2978 21,300 

50 13/05/1999 00:33:04 105,993 14357 2904 21,679 

51 15/05/1999 08:42:06 100,138 12236 2559 20,030 

52 15/05/1999 14:48:29 100,112 13315 2721 19,042 

53 15/05/1999 20:43:57 100,018 14922 2988 17,086 

54 16/05/1999 00:48:57 97,854 14820 2960 17,045 

55 16/05/1999 17:37:16 98,199 12860 2613 18,899 

56 24/05/1999 21:15:10 106,106 14067 2650 21,774 

57 25/05/1999 02:04:29 106,063 15128 2826 20,423 

58 28/05/1999 04:57:50 105,056 14407 2710 20,360 

59 30/05/1999 02:12:53 105,112 13993 2647 20,901 

60 31/05/1999 09:05:18 105,053 14057 2660 21,157 

61 01/06/1999 08:27:12 105,928 14661 2748 21,021 

62 01/06/1999 15:10:25 106,017 14300 2695 21,900 

63 02/06/1999 02:29:06 106,007 15411 2874 20,604 

64 02/06/1999 13:40:15 106,054 14799 2775 21,194 
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65 03/06/1999 02:28:41 107,013 14927 2789 21,753 

66 17/06/1999 06:39:09 107,060 15085 2882 21,787 

67 19/06/1999 06:43:04 107,102 14803 2836 21,913 

68 20/06/1999 01:12:25 106,986 14914 2865 22,208 

69 20/06/1999 21:30:38 107,050 14913 2864 22,895 

70 21/06/1999 04:16:31 107,122 15092 2890 22,917 

71 23/06/1999 19:24:20 106,061 14755 2840 21,566 

72 27/06/1999 18:31:44 101,122 12343 2455 20,634 

73 01/07/1999 02:04:45 106,050 15660 2970 19,505 

74 09/07/1999 08:33:37 106,046 14415 2657 21,744 

75 10/07/1999 15:06:30 103,072 13514 2523 20,930 

76 11/07/1999 03:12:23 103,083 13648 2563 20,130 

77 14/07/1999 7:05:59 103,068 14403 2703 19,415 

78 15/07/1999 7:27:50 104,188 13544 2568 20,892 

79 15/07/1999 11:40:26 97,285 11246 2216 18,392 

80 31/07/1999 23:55:43 107,127 15183 2887 20,553 

81 01/08/1999 7:54:03 107,078 15362 2922 21,988 

82 02/08/1999 3:51:59 107,023 14852 2851 21,945 

83 05/08/1999 13:25:06 107,068 14745 2835 22,121 

84 06/08/1999 5:56:30 107,090 14888 2862 21,697 

85 07/08/1999 12:13:59 100,133 12069 2406 20,854 

86 08/08/1999 4:24:02 100,099 12010 2391 20,005 

87 08/08/1999 12:48:05 103,049 13300 2590 21,448 

88 11/08/1999 20:02:52 102,121 13374 2592 19,845 

89 16/08/1999 9:15:54 107,029 15229 2899 21,046 

90 16/08/1999 21:25:50 107,012 14673 2812 22,024 

91 17/08/1999 10:43:27 107,023 15449 2939 20,650 

92 18/08/1999 2:23:05 107,066 15125 2882 20,324 

93 20/08/1999 11:58:32 107,056 14840 2849 22,900 

94 21/08/1999 6:04:54 107,013 15134 2903 19,951 

95 21/08/1999 19:32:19 107,070 14897 2876 21,460 

96 23/08/1999 2:08:57 106,092 15589 2998 20,289 

97 24/08/1999 6:12:56 107,118 16207 3107 19,861 

98 26/08/1999 9:02:55 106,048 14509 2813 21,465 

99 29/08/1999 12:53:42 106,048 14721 2842 21,603 

100 05/09/1999 21:28:18 106,038 15149 2890 20,879 

101 08/09/1999 11:48:38 105,993 15363 2935 20,790 

102 09/09/1999 12:35:57 106,075 15819 3014 20,407 

103 10/09/1999 12:44:50 107,094 15157 2924 21,523 

104 11/09/1999 9:02:48 107,107 15207 2945 22,148 

105 11/09/1999 20:54:31 106,065 14531 2839 21,556 

106 12/09/1999 1:17:27 106,155 14881 2885 23,080 

107 12/09/1999 12:26:37 106,077 14512 2831 20,821 

108 12/09/1999 22:04:12 106,078 14446 2819 21,894 

109 15/09/1999 19:48:04 107,084 15084 2938 22,004 

110 16/09/1999 15:01:04 106,007 14382 2823 21,956 

111 19/09/1999 23:13:36 104,083 14374 2798 20,843 

112 20/09/1999 11:28:16 105,057 14748 2865 21,016 

113 20/09/1999 18:29:23 105,078 14609 2844 21,009 

114 24/09/1999 4:35:57 101,060 12546 2524 20,303 

115 24/09/1999 18:14:57 101,147 12699 2575 19,871 

116 30/09/1999 19:10:21 106,046 14615 2883 21,731 

117 01/10/1999 3:32:39 106,127 15137 2959 20,518 

118 04/10/1999 5:33:41 102,040 13309 2657 19,840 

119 08/10/1999 10:06:35 106,031 14485 2902 21,502 

120 11/10/1999 15:22:42 101,131 12614 2588 20,975 

121 12/10/1999 22:28:12 107,102 15274 3003 20,531 

122 15/10/1999 8:45:13 100,085 12626 2617 19,474 

123 15/10/1999 17:45:34 100,188 12709 2613 20,360 

124 15/10/1999 23:58:18 100,119 12747 2624 19,723 

125 16/10/1999 7:30:57 101,182 13406 2720 18,716 

126 17/10/1999 20:13:32 104,060 14559 2898 20,438 

127 18/10/1999 8:25:59 104,044 14772 2942 20,490 

128 19/10/1999 6:53:04 103,977 14755 2947 20,558 

129 19/10/1999 13:21:26 104,082 15051 3004 20,219 
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130 22/10/1999 20:02:13 105,609 15003 3004 21,053 

131 24/10/1999 1:30:17 104,939 14039 2878 21,778 

132 26/10/1999 5:20:46 104,992 13928 2864 20,888 

133 29/10/1999 9:35:37 101,148 12177 2623 21,342 

134 29/03/2000 16:49:48 105,959 14873 2746 21,554 

135 30/03/2000 0:23:48 107,048 15619 2873 20,567 

136 30/03/2000 4:33:37 107,044 15958 2933 19,959 

137 01/04/2000 9:25:29 106,079 14846 2744 21,263 

138 02/04/2000 6:10:02 106,050 15140 2773 21,028 

139 06/04/2000 20:31:24 106,964 14881 2750 21,732 

140 09/04/2000 1:14:39 103,052 13434 2504 19,982 

141 09/04/2000 9:10:24 103,101 13263 2491 20,574 

142 22/04/2000 23:13:24 101,997 13487 2523 18,554 

143 02/05/2000 13:44:47 107,015 15211 2869 21,248 

144 02/05/2000 17:40:41 107,062 15336 2891 21,045 

145 03/05/2000 1:49:04 105,064 14221 2704 21,126 

146 04/05/2000 2:21:29 102,135 13211 2460 20,866 

147 04/05/2000 6:25:19 102,066 13214 2450 20,861 

148 10/05/2000 8:39:15 106,051 15200 2815 20,629 

149 10/05/2000 21:35:19 103,037 13892 2592 19,998 

150 10/05/2000 23:29:20 100,115 12965 2436 18,259 

151 11/05/2000 6:11:11 102,120 13470 2518 20,021 

152 12/05/2000 9:14:09 106,069 15086 2784 20,708 

153 14/05/2000 7:45:04 106,085 14913 2769 21,314 

154 14/05/2000 18:49:28 107,036 15125 2806 21,493 

155 15/05/2000 1:35:41 106,013 14993 2787 21,183 

156 15/05/2000 20:57:08 106,042 15246 2812 21,200 

157 15/05/2000 22:59:36 67,003 4309 903 11,542 

158 18/05/2000 7:19:26 105,884 14703 2733 21,770 

159 25/05/2000 5:13:56 100,181 11973 2325 21,296 

160 30/05/2000 23:50:02 102,101 13874 2633 20,425 

161 08/06/2000 21:14:46 100,220 12296 2385 20,347 

162 12/06/2000 13:18:38 106,976 16210 3087 20,340 

163 17/06/2000 7:36:13 106,057 14729 2861 21,322 

164 20/06/2000 18:12:04 101,137 13652 2673 19,230 

165 21/06/2000 15:08:53 104,084 14433 2814 20,410 

166 23/06/2000 22:06:25 99,115 11886 2390 20,128 

167 24/06/2000 9:06:32 100,183 12898 2545 19,721 

168 29/06/2000 4:07:57 105,754 14953 2896 21,197 

169 30/06/2000 5:46:15 106,707 15244 2940 21,670 

170 04/07/2000 3:07:39 100,194 12041 2452 19,916 

171 11/07/2000 21:43:34 102,109 14388 2850 19,932 

172 12/07/2000 4:09:23 102,203 14039 2790 20,237 

173 12/07/2000 10:44:02 102,125 13150 2650 20,448 

174 14/07/2000 17:35:27 100,147 12480 2552 19,571 

175 14/07/2000 20:26:49 101,115 13050 2641 20,222 

176 15/07/2000 5:00:00 100,164 12342 2526 20,410 

177 24/07/2000 5:24:04 105,021 14504 2885 20,728 

178 25/07/2000 16:55:33 107,968 15866 3120 20,685 

179 02/08/2000 22:01:57 104,077 14307 2853 20,320 

180 06/08/2000 8:52:47 103,113 13841 2760 20,655 

181 07/08/2000 0:02:20 103,167 14253 2838 20,117 

182 07/08/2000 6:15:47 103,091 15067 2980 19,242 

183 11/08/2000 19:07:06 105,982 14578 2933 21,823 

184 12/08/2000 1:01:06 102,044 12954 2639 21,221 

185 14/08/2000 0:54:32 106,015 14581 2918 21,115 

186 23/08/2000 9:23:24 106,004 15078 3047 21,463 

187 04/09/2000 0:46:34 104,084 14109 2907 20,645 

188 04/09/2000 10:21:12 104,059 13740 2837 21,209 

189 05/09/2000 3:38:17 106,069 14643 2999 21,414 

190 06/09/2000 19:42:41 104,046 13564 2819 21,679 

191 09/09/2000 13:16:42 108,099 16438 3313 20,987 

192 11/09/2000 2:54:01 108,074 16006 3218 21,309 

193 12/09/2000 15:59:08 104,035 14609 2973 19,997 

194 14/09/2000 13:24:59 104,100 14381 2924 19,846 
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195 14/09/2000 14:28:13 102,074 13496 2786 19,463 

196 14/09/2000 16:35:24 101,269 13402 2763 18,692 

197 14/09/2000 19:30:56 98,185 12519 2602 18,695 

198 15/09/2000 7:40:16 98,152 12342 2579 19,074 

199 15/09/2000 10:28:21 98,102 11994 2523 19,684 

200 20/09/2000 8:30:48 103,122 14911 3024 19,804 

201 21/09/2000 1:39:46 104,988 14267 2931 21,874 

202 22/09/2000 4:23:59 104,911 14437 2958 21,464 

203 24/09/2000 4:51:41 103,063 13335 2788 21,247 

204 24/09/2000 15:56:14 103,222 13332 2795 21,664 

205 30/09/2000 8:19:54 103,020 13267 2808 20,362 

206 02/10/2000 13:28:30 104,084 14145 2972 20,868 

207 04/10/2000 1:22:06 106,086 15224 3165 21,348 

208 05/10/2000 13:18:09 106,034 14707 3093 21,768 

209 15/10/2000 22:58:40 103,124 13276 2453 20,893 

210 17/10/2000 4:59:59 103,110 13481 2498 20,603 

211 21/10/2000 9:18:06 107,075 15277 2802 21,413 

212 25/10/2000 17:48:05 107,083 15986 2933 20,433 

213 02/11/2000 4:41:20 105,089 14205 2617 21,742 

214 03/11/2000 11:29:59 105,050 14242 2633 21,495 

215 09/11/2000 11:19:36 106,052 14491 2744 21,969 

216 11/11/2000 18:19:33 106,033 14953 2835 20,883 

217 14/11/2000 12:14:21 103,024 14540 2754 20,744 

218 14/11/2000 19:26:00 107,062 15970 3011 21,631 

219 17/11/2000 4:22:21 106,040 14777 2796 21,529 

220 24/11/2000 16:46:15 104,095 14654 2722 17,998 

221 25/11/2000 20:37:02 107,050 15312 2870 21,509 

222 27/11/2000 0:30:15 107,134 15359 2894 21,186 

223 07/12/2000 12:37:31 105,057 14729 2785 20,321 

224 08/12/2000 7:21:37 105,072 14730 2803 20,869 

225 09/12/2000 2:03:16 105,058 15388 2914 20,113 

226 09/12/2000 12:51:24 105,014 15162 2879 20,985 

227 10/12/2000 22:44:41 102,109 14160 2675 19,667 

228 16/12/2000 22:26:40 104,884 14113 2706 21,084 

229 22/12/2000 14:06:01 102,093 13507 2669 20,728 

230 24/12/2000 10:00:42 105,136 14729 2880 20,810 

231 25/12/2000 13:29:06 102,021 15167 2946 19,005 

 

Table 4. 3. Ship Voyage Data of MV Impala 

No Date Time N 

[rpm] 

Pb 

[kW] 

Bh 

[kg/h] 

Vs 

[kn]  

1 02/02/2000 05:31:15 103,138 13413 2671 21,438 

2 03/02/2000 10:23:26 100,117 12455 2522 20,573 

3 06/02/2000 17:33:01 102,111 13494 2732 21,324 

4 13/02/2000 22:37:23 100,106 13453 2699 19,526 

5 15/02/2000 06:47:58 104,117 13846 2765 20,788 

6 16/02/2000 10:33:59 102,059 13429 2696 20,652 

7 16/02/2000 23:17:43 100,119 12525 2544 20,556 

8 18/02/2000 12:26:19 100,100 12138 2497 21,066 

9 20/02/2000 04:03:13 100,146 12371 2523 20,285 

10 20/02/2000 13:29:47 97,318 11403 2382 20,182 

11 20/02/2000 21:33:46 97,358 11663 2416 21,214 

12 21/02/2000 02:05:05 100,078 12534 2551 21,716 

13 21/02/2000 18:33:46 100,110 12525 2551 21,016 

14 22/02/2000 07:59:40 100,026 12373 2529 21,342 

15 23/02/2000 01:47:27 105,148 14175 2836 21,944 

16 24/02/2000 17:30:14 102,113 13510 2724 21,255 
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17 25/02/2000 16:44:35 100,100 13151 2669 20,443 

18 26/02/2000 09:13:09 100,136 13594 2743 19,995 

19 28/02/2000 01:51:13 100,061 12709 2594 20,953 

20 02/03/2000 14:43:20 104,166 14251 2792 21,247 

21 07/03/2000 09:41:37 106,128 14677 2824 22,006 

22 07/03/2000 23:25:11 106,061 15054 2890 21,375 

23 11/03/2000 07:19:19 106,094 15247 2949 20,764 

24 12/03/2000 06:03:38 107,890 16461 3164 20,999 

25 14/03/2000 07:42:33 108,002 16042 3101 21,615 

26 15/03/2000 06:39:56 107,014 15663 3040 21,836 

27 17/03/2000 12:29:44 106,151 14723 2886 22,000 

28 18/03/2000 20:18:49 106,069 14331 2814 22,419 

29 25/03/2000 22:48:42 107,991 16172 3190 21,742 

30 31/03/2000 00:25:05 106,063 15254 3027 21,304 

31 01/04/2000 08:12:59 104,139 14297 2871 21,034 

32 03/04/2000 06:30:09 106,066 15050 3007 21,214 

33 04/04/2000 09:09:22 106,082 15325 3058 20,855 

34 04/04/2000 16:38:38 102,121 13421 2728 20,738 

35 05/04/2000 21:44:44 102,041 13456 2745 20,873 

36 09/04/2000 00:08:39 106,134 15629 3111 21,391 

37 10/04/2000 05:28:34 106,110 16054 3183 20,853 

38 11/04/2000 03:29:19 106,097 15086 3008 21,462 

39 14/04/2000 05:45:01 106,132 16632 3281 21,312 

40 15/04/2000 09:16:42 104,119 16074 3204 20,295 

41 15/04/2000 21:38:38 103,664 16204 3240 18,977 

42 19/04/2000 07:22:04 106,049 16480 3287 22,445 

43 20/04/2000 23:08:29 105,993 17087 3436 21,038 

44 23/04/2000 13:57:37 106,107 17381 3547 20,827 

45 24/04/2000 09:51:44 106,205 17314 3534 19,225 

46 25/04/2000 02:33:05 106,125 17064 3496 21,160 

47 27/04/2000 02:10:41 105,633 16896 3484 21,262 

48 29/04/2000 06:23:28 106,617 16894 3497 21,703 

49 29/04/2000 23:46:13 101,221 14243 2997 20,790 

50 05/05/2000 04:35:08 105,898 16599 3408 21,031 

51 09/05/2000 07:22:30 104,096 15230 3168 22,271 

52 09/05/2000 15:04:32 104,130 15233 3172 22,235 

53 10/05/2000 00:26:44 102,123 14364 3022 21,635 

54 12/05/2000 11:32:10 104,120 16428 3431 20,436 

55 13/05/2000 11:39:32 105,145 16386 3400 21,461 

56 14/05/2000 02:11:00 105,047 16305 3406 21,463 

57 15/05/2000 08:08:46 105,199 16014 3327 22,121 

58 17/05/2000 01:40:07 104,805 16640 3469 23,536 

59 17/05/2000 19:49:00 105,974 16729 3473 22,027 

60 20/05/2000 22:15:36 105,923 16952 3533 21,367 

61 22/05/2000 02:32:05 106,078 16358 3404 21,932 

62 25/05/2000 15:05:03 104,095 16167 3356 20,347 

63 31/05/2000 02:04:53 105,976 16929 3580 21,658 

64 01/06/2000 07:58:22 103,713 16750 3535 19,749 

65 04/06/2000 20:13:09 105,588 16808 3577 19,510 

66 06/06/2000 18:49:15 105,572 16655 3581 20,936 

67 07/06/2000 13:19:34 105,454 16711 3600 20,941 
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68 09/06/2000 22:50:29 105,878 16328 3527 21,582 

69 15/06/2000 05:18:38 106,085 16115 3500 22,492 

70 19/06/2000 19:41:41 98,108 12884 3008 20,712 

71 21/06/2000 20:35:54 104,481 16539 3710 20,556 

72 23/06/2000 10:48:09 105,191 16608 3749 21,292 

73 25/06/2000 00:38:04 106,064 16675 3790 21,622 

74 26/06/2000 00:24:11 104,083 15748 3592 21,732 

75 27/06/2000 13:32:33 104,032 15895 3620 21,538 

76 29/06/2000 18:43:52 105,678 16984 3810 21,638 

 

From the ship voyage data, it is seen that data for engine power, engine 

speed, and vessel travel speed is available. From the general principle of 

power and speed correlation,  

ὖ  ὧϽὠ            Eq. 49 

it is possible to sort the voyage recorded data into bins based on the Power 

by Speed ratio coefficient, ὅ . With the assumption that the engine and 

other machinery are in prime condition, a lower ὅ  may indicate a higher 

efficiency, which is bound to happen when a vessel travels in relatively calm 

sea conditions. With a value of ὲ σ, having the ὅ  divided into bins per 

its value will give a general sense of direction for analysis. Note that data 

No. 26 is disregarded during analysis for its extreme value. Data No. 123 

and Data No. 126 is also considered extra attention because the recording 

shows a very low setting of power and speed compared to the average. 
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Figure 4. 1. MV Impala ὅὴὺ count 

 

As seen in figure 4.1., for MV Impala, the voyage recordings show that 

during most of its operations the ὅ  is between 1,40 to 1,65. This 

information can be used to narrow down the analysis, by constraining the 

are for simulation to this range of resultant ὅ . 

 

 

Figure 4. 2. MV Liberta ὅὴὺcount 

 

Figure 4.2. shows that the data count for MV Liberta has most frequent 

recordings in the ὅ  range of 1,50 to 1,65. However, it must also be 
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considered that MV Liberta has a significantly larger amount of recorded 

data points available.  

 

4.1.2 Ship Hull Form  

In the estimation of ship resistance, the form of the hull is very detrimental 

to the result total resistance. To assist in the calculations, a representative 

hull form is necessary to have. In the analysis of this thesis, a typical 

bulbous-bow container vessel form is generated using Maxsurf software. 

The model is adjusted to be within the dimensions of the ship data, and is 

converted to a CAD model, providing sufficient hull information for further 

steps. 

 

Figure 4. 3. CAD Model of Hull Form 
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4.2  Estimation for Ship Resistance 
 

4.2.1 Estimation for Calm Water Ship Resistance ï Method A 

 

Guldhammer Method 

When considering the influence of weather on a vessel, it is intuitive to first 

obtain the ship resistance in calm water. The methods applied in this thesis 

are the Guldhammer-Harvald and Holtrop resistance estimation methods, 

along with some modifications from recent studies on those classic 

methods. The analysis is done within the vesselôs service speed and 

operating range.   

 

Essentially, the Guldhammer method results in a total resistance coefficient, 

ὅ which will be used to find the total resistance Ὑ  : 

    

Ὑ ὅ πȟυ ” ὠ Ὓ      Eq. 50 

 

In this thesis, the method is begun with the estimation of frictional 

resistance.  

ὅ
Ȣ

          

 

The Reynolds Number Ὑ , is obtained from: 

Ὑ       Eq. 51 
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Table 4. 4. Reynold's  Number at various speeds 

For sea temp at 17 deg For sea temp at 6 deg 

V (knots) Reynold's No V (knots) Reynold's No 

23 2,085E+09 23 1,541E+09 

22 1,994E+09 22 1,474E+09 

21 1,903E+09 21 1,407E+09 

20 1,813E+09 20 1,340E+09 

19 1,722E+09 19 1,273E+09 

18 1,631E+09 18 1,206E+09 

17 1,541E+09 17 1,139E+09 

16 1,450E+09 16 1,072E+09 

13 1,178E+09 13 8,712E+08 

10 9,064E+08 10 6,702E+08 

7 6,345E+08 7 4,691E+08 

4 3,626E+08 4 2,681E+08 

1 9,064E+07 1 6,702E+07 

0 0,000E+00 0 0,000E+00 

 

Table 4. 5. Frictional Resistance Coefficient at various speeds 

For sea temp at 17 deg For sea temp at 6 deg 

V (knots) Frict Resist (Cf) V (knots) Frict Resist (Cf) 

23 1,400E-03 23 1,452E-03 

22 1,407E-03 22 1,459E-03 

21 1,415E-03 21 1,468E-03 

20 1,424E-03 20 1,476E-03 

19 1,432E-03 19 1,486E-03 

18 1,442E-03 18 1,496E-03 

17 1,452E-03 17 1,506E-03 

16 1,462E-03 16 1,517E-03 

13 1,500E-03 13 1,557E-03 

10 1,549E-03 10 1,610E-03 

7 1,621E-03 7 1,685E-03 

4 1,743E-03 4 1,815E-03 

1 2,113E-03 1 2,209E-03 

0 0,000E+00 0 0,000E+00 

 

ὅ, the residual resistance, is obtained by from ρπὅ diagrams in the 

Guldhammer-Harvald method. These diagrams vary, depending on the 
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value of 
ᶯȾ

, where ὒ in this calculation is taken as the length on the 

waterline, ὒ , and ɳ  is the shipôs displacement volume. In this example, 

the vessel is at itôs design loaded draft 11,4 meters.   

ᶯȾ
ȟ

ȟ Ⱦ       

ᶯȾ
υȟφτ        

The ὅ graphs does not present one for a specific number such as the result 

shown, so an interpolation between graphs 
ᶯȾ

υȟυ, such as seen in figure 

4.3., and 
ᶯȾ

φȟπ is applied for precision of results. The results can be 

seen in table 4.6. Since the Ship dimensional ὄȾὝ is not equal to the 

diagramôs standards dimension: 

ὄȾὝ ςȟυ  

Thus the ρπὅ result values are modified according to the correcting 

formula: 

ρπὅ ρπὅ Ⱦ ȟ πȟρφὄȾὝ ςȟυ              
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Figure 4. 4. Residual Resistance Coefficient Graph (Harvald, 1983) 

Source: Harvald (1983) 

 

 

Table 4. 6. Calculation of Residual Resistance 

V (knots) Cr*10^3  (5,5) Cr*10^3  (6,0) Cr*10^3  (Final) 

Cr*10^3 (B/T 

Correction) 

23 2,35 1,96 2,239 2,257 

22 1,78 1,59 1,726 1,744 

21 1,5 1,36 1,460 1,478 

20 1,2 1,07 1,163 1,181 

19 1 0,9 0,972 0,990 

18 0,83 0,77 0,813 0,831 

17 0,78 0,69 0,754 0,773 

16 0,68 0,6 0,657 0,675 

13 0,5 0,5 0,500 0,518 

10 0,5 0,5 0,500 0,518 

7 0,5 0,5 0,500 0,518 

4 0,5 0,5 0,500 0,518 




















































































